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SDNY to Require Electronic Miscellaneous Civil Case Opening  

 

Beginning June 26, 2017, attorneys commencing new miscellaneous civil actions in the United 
States District Court for the Southern District of New York will be required to file these actions 
using the Court’s Electronic Case Filing (ECF) system.  There is one exception to this rule:  New 
miscellaneous civil actions that include an Order to Show Cause, Temporary Restraining Order, 
Stipulation and Order or documents sought to be filed under seal must be filed in person by 
delivering papers to the Clerk’s Office.   

This rule applies only to actions filed by counsel; new miscellaneous civil actions commenced by 
a pro se party must be filed in paper. 

Any party unable to comply with the requirement for commencing a new miscellaneous civil 
action through the ECF system must seek permission of the Court to file in the traditional 
manner, on paper.   

Further guidance may be found in the Court’s Standing Order Regarding Miscellaneous Civil 
Case Opening (attached) and the electronic case opening training materials, available online at 
www.nysd.uscourts.gov/ecf.php.
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